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^lovor Lick, W.V e , 
POCAHONTAS COUNTY 
Chapter G section 1 1) 
August 10 , 1 U 40 


j»^THJ3I CHTOCa-BUCU2YE 


Ja8t * h “ th<s Ue thodlst Protectant Church vac first lut . 

reduced into the ureenbBier Valley, there are no recorde to shot. 
*ut as early as 1342 there raa a veil 

organized and jjrosperouE 

ciicuit iu this valley* On the roll v* tv n . _ 

* e 1011 0x the quarterly conference 

** ere the uerries of n&nv + 

" 1 the T20Bt Prominent end influential 

Pei'hSjpB the oldest societv in Ptn 0 v», + 

m rocahontas comity fa g,t 

the Bethel Church in Bucieye. a SM H village a few miles down th, 

^ is related that whan the first Methodic- 

--rotestont minister cane into this community, he ran refused th. 

grlvelege of preaching at the sane place there the M. 2. minister* 

hPl h ’ llln *' * errl0 “* " h9t har this v.as at a private house 
or publio meeting house is not related. Mr. John Buehley. not 

* ChUrC ” *"*«• thi,. not preacher to presold at Ms house. 

-'.0 invitation fas gladly accepted, and a hou, eft 11 ,f po3ple 

" !, ° 6r ‘' MP V - eV ;:lud of "athodist- preach his first 

-*■ ”'.i llj thfct OTUT IU j i 1 • i: 1 ' _ 

~ e P eo Ple vere co r«n pleased ihct a 

Uurib * 'i 'uiio.vtftu r •* 

“. t0 ' or ^ once nnd built i lo£ 

T 1 *«~* «****«« : lot 

' 8 ,1V,i Bhl ^ 108 ** the roof, -mas Rogers 

* 1 d#V9 “t ndherent of this church. 




As soon ub the meeting house wtB completed the new 
-inister h-ld a revival meeting and many of the nen ’ ho hud hplped 

» ■> tuild the house were converted, end boccre charter nrCnhera of the 
society that via formed at the close of the meetings. hhlle tl.e 

revival v.ee in progress eeventeen of the young people left a 

er--oeti:ig ct the H. B. °hurch end attended the revival eer- 

# 

riv.es. Por this act they '’ore expelled from the M. A. Church. 

“hen the M. P. class v.ae formed these 17 and eighteen others! 55 in 

all) 'ho had formerly heen members of the 11. B. Church, joined the 
ne'” society formed at the new log church, then known ef Buckley 

Church, hut now called Bethel. 

The oldest records show that Bethel Church had more than 


one hundred members in 1853; among them were many of the most 
prominent citizens of the community.The Ovorholt, Buckley, Mclleill, 
hogers and McZeever families were leaders in the society. Old 

Bethel churoh has given to the conference t'-o itinerant ministers 
and a few local preachers of ability. Dr. A. L. McEeever and his 

half brother Hev. Moore MclJeill, were members here. Three ministers 

wives have come from the membership of Bethel church:iirs. Hev. 

3. ~. Boggs t v.ho was cfcbina Baishley Buckley, named for Dr. Laisl.le 

'•ife; Mrs. Hev. M.M. j ve rly, who vas a Miss Overholt; Mrs. Hev. 


J “. Mitchell, who • as Miss Slinabeth Prances Pennell. 

Joshua Buckley, Jonathan McNeill, J anes Kogers, Ailliam 

•r-ulir J^?e, Nellie Hogers, Elizabeth Piecing, Hath iiee, Polly kee, 
-•■-►cl,ue McBoill, i» Uc y Bucklep, and Polly Buckley were pome of the 
‘ ^ or be': at Bethel. George Jlclieever, ’’ Aunt Dancy McNeill," 

i’emrll, Mr. and Mrs. V.’illiem Mdleill and Mr. fnd Mrs. 

J Oi.n ckley are urn on* the older members now. ( 1920 ) 





■ir.ei present t ouao v*orB)»ip f>t Buckeye vhe lullt vmtcr th 
:\c i>astO- 6 t« of Her. George Vi. barre.tt, and Rev. U. L. Smith 

a. cist ant, in 1382. it is a neat, commodious, framdjbui lding, and 

vary creditable to the community nnd to the Method! at Protestant 

:iua1 i on. 

’-"’he Gi'oenbrier Valley has produced many able and 

iii- tingui^hed ministers. And to old Betheychurch at buckeye , 
belongs the ho:pr of having given to the beat Virginia conference 
of the Methodist Protestant Church, one of its prominent and 
successful ministers, v ho for than forty years was active !n 
the work of the conference. 

Dr. McHeever vas born July 24, 1844. n e united v jth 

the j-=thoiist Protestant Ghurch at buckeye in 18GG, and me licGned 
to preach by the quarterly conference of the Pocahontas circuit. 

He * admitted to membership in the annual conference with that 

famous class of 1871, sin of whom served as presidents of the 

conference in sueession: B. -tout, A. L. Molleever, B. G. Helr.1ck, 

D. C. ’./eese, J. LI. Conaway and H. J • nils on. . 

Brother Mcileever served many of the leading chargee of 

the district, including: Harrison, l>e v, is, Georgetown, Buckhrnnon, 
Harion, Jit. Morris and tflenington circuits. He served tv o years 
ss president, an! vas several tines a 1 legate to the General 

Conference sessions. He preached his first eernon on Beaver Greek. 

Br. Mcileever married Miss Sarah Young. One of his sonE 

-r. Otto B. Mcileever, is e diet inr ui hed minister of the LI. E. 
-.'.-re., an! a famous lecturer. 

from-The Methodist Protestant Church 

in V.’est Virginia - Her. I. A. Barne 

u • • • c • % a 

• - - 10VQl # 
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Aa old ohuroh rooonl kept b, John Buckley Bhovru rhet In 
15^1 Tfcoase tf. laherwood vrae the pnetor of the buckeye church. 
Buckley ho now has the record eeye that he in of the 

oplni 'u hint Isnarvood v/as the first minister to serve this church, 
s' ^ p» ■'t' lj t e one who \ii.u refused permission to proach in 

t n. -t • u-.aroh. — o says that the Methodist Hpisco^&ls \ erc very 
strict at that tine and never permitted any one of another 
denominate on to use their church, and for this very reason they 

lost their influence in the community and for a tine had very 

few irBubers. Hi&ally e men hy the name of Harper V'ae sent to take 
over the paitorsge, he allowed them some liberality and succeeded 

in organising a right good class, hut it wee never as strong 
ei it had been before they expelled some of the mergers for going 

to the Methodist Protestant meeting. 

According to this record;the next minister f to follow 

Ish• r” r ool, v 'fi8 William Holton. It gives the cIpss list for 

William H. Linsey (probably .Lindsay) 


raul -Linsey 


?» 


IT 


Llary lismey, Cutlip Geiger, Sarah Geiger, 

James Johnson, iSliaoheth Barlov , Hough «-*harp , 

Virginia UcKeill, Mary Moore, Henry Moore, 
Prancis Harper, William Harper, Jonathan Mclieill, 

Mildred McNeill, William u. Ucileill, Hachel Thomas, 

Jenny Dennison, William uollinc, Charles Collins, 

Samuel Colliijs, John Caseell, it ry J. Cassell, 

Margaret Cum, Janes Cum, llcbri&e Cum, 

•'•ary «/ bus on, Sarah Johns m, blir.a Johnson, 

-anuel U , wj).'-, i-ip' or* h -wrir.er, A, n. Grit • , 

• vkiuiAiou 10; ai # 






r *«■. «««».,. ae ... .. 

• 3ar«h ^ir>itnor 

a “ aamu> h £ U’ht„or. j M , ac u • 

~ Mnrrarot Moore 

Jfcvli una„. ito r ^ „ 

„ .. Jljert Mar;, Sharp, 

Arthur Ohurp, Betsy Shura < , 

’ Andrew Crimea, Margaret urimee, 

Authon;, Bia-htner, JSleno-r Li \ *. 

leuor M 6 ht,. a r.. Bot14 ll£htn , p< 

-a,- -t:.er. Ha.hel McClure. w,r f6 McWhlm. 

SC -' 6 ' “ sL *^ hll ». -“«*•«. MoCorole, Ja , lof . McOoroia. 

J'hn IlcCorcle. 8armol‘ rti 

our.uel UiTjson. ^onos Higaett, 

Jacob Hhinnberrv inn,.. , 

ai b uret 3hiuaberry, A,um S'.innhcrry, 

-..a r - lv , Jesse Gregory, Mary Bilen Buckley, 

Joshua Buckley, Bucenda Buckley, Ruth jfiliaa Buckley, 
Elizabeth Buckley, Harmon Sharp, billiam Sharp, 

noufh Calvin Sharp, Mary Hllen Sharp, Clarisa Bolton, 

Elizabeth Bolton, Asa Shinn Mctfeill, Rachel Kellison, 

Martha Hellison, James Kellison. 

Jron this class list, one can easily see that this 

~~ r ^A 2 id Ox i^eth iism attracted people from the surrounding 

countryside for a radius of many miles, from Proms Creek, Po&ge 

Bane, Blk and many other communities. This list .hov.-ever, does^n^^ 

eive the names of the uverholts, Pennells and ncKee vers who w^e - 
ell loyal members. Perhaps they did not join until a later date. 

Mr. Buckley says that all of those who were expelled 
“ -he U. i). church, remained loyal members of the M. P. church, 
‘ ie ‘ fcf retur «ing to the M. JS. church. n e said that in 1853 there 
-*e 105 members in the Bethel church at Buckeye but that later 
1 1 r;lit in sor? *Q uneducated preachers and the people got so 

and disgusted because they could not compete with the 
churches that they drifted off. Only a few remained loyal. 




JM# «»*>• rent '>«ttc.r i>„ llch „ 

to buni up the oi -« ’" ii «»» 

Sunday Sohosl together for men C cllx hela ’-he 

™ ni ’ year« durinr *4 

mieiuuftted preachers were *hor e tine that the 

There has been no Methodist ft.- + 

rotestnnt minister et this 

church for the lust ten years, „n4 at the 

•, 6t the P ree ent time(l‘j40) 

there are only five members. 40 ‘ 

^irs. Busan McNeill 

* Mrs. Nancy McNeill, 

Mrs Margaret 'Thomas, 

Mr. Buckley says that none 



Mrs. Lottie Pennell, 

t 

and John B. Buckley. 


of them are able to get out 
of the younger members have 

According to Prices' 


to church because of their age. All 

j’o ned some other denomination. 
History, Moore McNeill, the youngest 


son of William the teacher, became a preacher, end entered the 
it5neraey of tne auspices of the Methodist Protestant church, and 

treveled many years with marked success and acceptance in the co ntiec 
of West Virginia bordering the Ohio River. 

Asa ohinn McNeill res also a preacher, but for some reason 
never took a regular circuit. He, however was considered a very 

able preacher, often substituting for other ministers and Presiding 
alders. 

Mr. Buckley says that as far back as he can remember, 
the Presbyterians have used this church, with Dr ; . Dunlap, Davis 
Bydenstri cker and Vim T. Price as their earliest preachers, no 
doubt the same ones that served other Presbyterian churches also 
preached to this Presbyterian class at Buckeye. 'The first 
Presbyterian members at this church were the LlcClintics. 

P l r many years this church has bean served by the Presbyterian 

Minister from the Marlinton church. 

































